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ROMANS AND FOREIGNERS 
 

Read the following passages and answer the accompanying questions. 
 
War with Pometia (502 or 495 B.C) 
“The consuls who succeeded, Opiter Verginius and Sp. Cassius, tried at first to take Pometia by 
storm, then they had recourse to regular siege-works. Actuated more by a spirit of mortal hatred 
than by any hope or chance of success, the Auruncans made a sortie. The greater number were 
armed with blazing torches, and they carried flames and death everywhere. The "vineae" were 
burnt, great numbers of the besiegers were killed and wounded, they nearly killed one of the 
consuls - the authorities do not give his name - after he had fallen from his horse severely 
wounded. After this disaster the Romans returned home, with a large number of wounded, 
amongst them the consul, whose condition was critical. After an interval, long enough for the 
recovery of the wounded and the filling up of the ranks, operations were resumed at Pometia in 
stronger force and in a more angry temper. The vineae were repaired and the other vast works 
were made good, and when everything was ready for the soldiers to mount the walls, the place 
surrendered. The Auruncans, however, were treated with no less rigour after they had 
surrendered the city than if it had been taken by assault; the principal men were beheaded, the 
rest of the townsfolk sold as slaves. The town was razed, the land put up for sale. The consuls 
celebrated a triumph more because of the terrible vengeance they had inflicted than on account 
of the importance of the war now terminated.” (Livy 2.17) 
 

• True or False: The Romans were at war with the Auruncans. 
 

• At the beginning of the year, how did the Auruncans feel towards the Romans? 
 
 
 

• What does Livy say the Romans did to the Auruncans at the end of the battle? 
 
 
 

• How does Livy describe the Romans’ action? 
a. As if it were bad 
b. As if it were good 
c. Indifferently 

 
 
Roman Siege of Veii (405-396 B.C.) 
After a nearly ten year siege of Veii, the Romans appointed Camillus to be dictator so that he 
would capture the Etruscan town.  Camillus ordered a tunnel to be constructed into the town so 
that it could be captured.  Livy describes the ensuing battle: “The mine/tunnel, which was now 
full of picked [Roman] soldiers, suddenly discharged its armed force in the temple of Juno, 
which was inside the citadel of Veii. Some attacked the enemy on the walls from behind, others 
forced back the bars of the gates, others again set fire to the houses from which stones and tiles 
were being hurled by women and slaves. Everything resounded with the confused noise of 
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terrifying threats and shrieks of despairing anguish blended with the wailing of women and 
children. In a very short time the defenders were driven from the walls and the city gates flung 
open. Some rushed in in close order, others scaled the deserted walls; the city was filled with 
Romans; fighting went on everywhere. At length, after great carnage, the fighting slackened, and 
the Dictator ordered the heralds to proclaim that the unarmed were to be spared. That put a stop 
to the bloodshed, those who were unarmed began to surrender, and the soldiers dispersed with 
the Dictator's permission in quest of booty. … That day was spent in the massacre of the enemy 
and the sack of the city with its enormous wealth. The following day the Dictator sold all 
freemen who had been spared, as slaves.” (5.21.10-5.22.1) 
 

• TRUE or FALSE: The Romans were at war with Veii. 
 

• What does Livy say the Romans did to the Veians at the end of the siege? 
 
 
 
 
 

• How does Livy describe the Romans’ action? 
a. As if it were bad 
b. As if it were good 
c. Indifferently 

 
 
Caesar, Bellum Gallicum 
Caesar pauses in his account of his wars waged with the Gauls (58-51 B.C.) to describe their 
culture and social organization: 

“Throughout all Gaul there are two orders of those men who are of any rank and dignity: 
for the commonality is held almost in the condition of slaves, and dares to undertake nothing of 
itself, and is admitted to no deliberation. The greater part, when they are pressed either by debt, 
or the large amount of their tributes, or the oppression of the more powerful, give themselves up 
in vassalage to the nobles, who possess over them the same rights without exception as masters 
over their slaves. But of these two orders, one is that of the Druids, the other that of the knights. 
The former are engaged in things sacred, conduct the public and the private sacrifices, and 
interpret all matters of religion. To these a large number of the young men resort for the purpose 
of instruction, and they [the Druids] are in great honor among them. For they determine 
respecting almost all controversies, public and private; and if any crime has been perpetrated, if 
murder has been committed, if there be any dispute about an inheritance, if any about 
boundaries, these same persons decide it; they decree rewards and punishments; if any one, 
either in a private or public capacity, has not submitted to their decision, they interdict him from 
the sacrifices. This among them is the most heavy punishment. Those who have been thus 
interdicted are esteemed in the number of the impious and the criminal: all shun them, and avoid 
their society and conversation, lest they receive some evil from their contact; nor is justice 
administered to them when seeking it, nor is any dignity bestowed on them. 
 “The Druids do not go to war, nor pay tribute together with the rest; they have an 
exemption from military service and a dispensation in all matters. Induced by such great 
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advantages, many embrace this profession of their own accord, and [many] are sent to it by their 
parents and relations. They are said there to learn by heart a great number of verses; accordingly 
some remain in the course of training twenty years. Nor do they regard it lawful to commit these 
to writing, though in almost all other matters, in their public and private transactions, they use 
Greek characters. That practice they seem to me to have adopted for two reasons; because they 
neither desire their doctrines to be divulged among the mass of the people, nor those who learn, 
to devote themselves the less to the efforts of memory, relying on writing; since it generally 
occurs to most men, that, in their dependence on writing, they relax their diligence in learning 
thoroughly, and their employment of the memory. They wish to inculcate this as one of their 
leading tenets, that souls do not become extinct, but pass after death from one body to another, 
and they think that men by this tenet are in a great degree excited to valor, the fear of death being 
disregarded. They likewise discuss and impart to the youth many things respecting the stars and 
their motion, respecting the extent of the world and of our earth, respecting the nature of things, 
respecting the power and the majesty of the immortal gods. 

“The other order is that of the knights. These, when there is occasion and any war occurs 
(which before Caesar's arrival was for the most part wont to happen every year, as either they on 
their part were inflecting injuries or repelling those which others inflected on them), are all 
engaged in war. And those of them most distinguished by birth and resources, have the greatest 
number of vassals and dependents about them. They acknowledge this sort of influence and 
power only. 
 “The nation of all the Gauls is extremely devoted to superstitious rites; and on that 
account they who are troubled with unusually severe diseases, and they who are engaged in 
battles and dangers, either sacrifice men as victims, or vow that they will sacrifice them, and 
employ the Druids as the performers of those sacrifices; because they think that unless the life of 
a man be offered for the life of a man, the mind of the immortal gods can not be rendered 
propitious, and they have sacrifices of that kind ordained for national purposes. Others have 
figures of vast size, the limbs of which formed of osiers they fill with living men, which being 
set on fire, the men perish enveloped in the flames. They consider that the sacrifice of such as 
have been taken in theft, or in robbery, or any other offense, is more acceptable to the immortal 
gods; but when a supply of that class is wanting, they have recourse to the sacrifice of even the 
innocent.” (6.11-16) 
 

• TRUE or FALSE: Caesar was at war with the Gauls. 
 

• Compare and contrast these customs to what you know about Roman customs. 
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• How does Caesar describe the customs of the Gauls? 
a. Objectively 
b. Negatively 
c. Positively 
 

• Does Caear’s opinion of the Gauls relate to their similarity to the Romans? If so, how? 
 
Suetonius, Julius 
Towards the end of his life, after conquering Gaul, Julius Caesar added some of the Gallic elites 
to the Roman Senate.  Suetonius describes this action: 
“ With the same disregard of law and precedent he named magistrates for several years to come, 
bestowed the emblems of consular rank on ten ex-praetors, and admitted to the Senate men who 
had been given citizenship, and in some cases half-civilised Gauls.” (76.3) 
“Therefore the plots which had previously been formed separately, often by groups of two or 
three, were united in a general conspiracy, since even the populace no longer were pleased with 
present conditions, but both secretly and openly rebelled at his tyranny and cried out for 
defenders of their liberty. On the admission of foreigners to the Senate, a placard was posted: 
"God bless the Commonwealth! let no one consent to point out the House to a newly made 
senator." The following verses too were sung everywhere:— 
 “Caesar led the Gauls in triumph, led them to the Senate House; 
  Then the Gauls put on their breeches, and put on the senatorial toga!’” (80.1-2) 
 

• TRUE or FALSE: The Romans and the Gauls were at war. 
 

• How are the Gauls described by Suetonius and the other Romans? 
 
 
 

• How do the Romans react to Gauls being admitted to the Senate? 
 
 
 
 

• Does the Romans’ reaction relate to their perception of the Gauls? If so, how? 
 
 
 

 
 
Tacitus, Annales, 11.23-25 
“In the consulship of Aulus Vitellius and Lucius Vipsanius, the question of completing the 
numbers of the senate was under consideration, and the leading citizens of Gallia Comata, as it is 
termed, who had long before obtained federate rights and Roman citizenship, were claiming the 
privilege of holding magistracies in the capital. Comments on the subject were numerous and 
diverse; and in the imperial council the debate was conducted with animation on both sides:— 
"Italy," it was asserted, "was not yet so moribund that she was unable to supply a deliberative 
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body to her own capital. The time had been when a Roman-born senate was enough for 
nations whose blood was akin to their own; and they were not ashamed of the old republic. Why, 
even to-day men quoted the patterns of virtue and of glory which, under the old system, the 
Roman character had given to the world! Was it too little that Veneti and Insubri had taken the 
curia by storm, unless they brought in an army of aliens to give it the look of a taken town? What 
honours would be left to the relics of their nobility or the poor senator who came from Latium? 
All would be submerged by those opulent persons whose grandfathers and great-grandfathers, in 
command of hostile tribes, had smitten our armies by steel and the strong hand, and had besieged 
the deified Julius at Alesia. But those were recent events! What if there should arise the memory 
of the men who essayed to pluck down the spoils, sanctified to Heaven, from the Capitol and 
citadel of Rome? Leave them by all means to enjoy the title of citizens: but the insignia of the 
Fathers, the glories of the magistracies, — these they must not vulgarize!" 

“Unconvinced by these and similar arguments, the emperor not only stated his objections 
there and then, but, after convening the senate, addressed it as follows: — "In my own ancestors, 
the eldest of whom, Clausus, a Sabine by extraction, was made simultaneously a citizen and the 
head of a patrician house, I find encouragement to employ p289the same policy in my 
administration, by transferring hither all true excellence, let it be found where it will. For I am 
not unaware that the Julii came to us from Alba, the Coruncanii from Camerium, the Porcii from 
Tusculum; that — not to scrutinize antiquity — members were drafted into the senate from 
Etruria, from Lucania, from the whole of Italy; and that finally Italy itself was extended to the 
Alps, in order that not individuals merely but countries and nationalities should form one body 
under the name of Romans. The day of stable peace at home and victory abroad came when the 
districts beyond the Po were admitted to citizenship, and, availing ourselves of the fact that our 
legions were settled throughout the globe, we added to them the stoutest of the provincials, and 
succoured a weary empire. Is it regretted that the Balbi crossed over from Spain and families 
equally distinguished from Narbonese Gaul? Their descendants remain; nor do they yield to 
ourselves in love for this native land of theirs. What else proved fatal to Lacedaemon and 
Athens, in spite of their power in arms, but their policy of holding the conquered aloof as alien-
born? But the sagacity of our own founder Romulus was such that several times he fought and 
naturalized a people in the course of the same day! Strangers have been kings over us: the 
conferment of magistracies on the sons of freedmen is not the novelty which it is commonly and 
mistakenly thought, but a frequent practice of the old commonwealth. — 'But we fought with the 
Senones.' — Then, presumably, the Volsci and Aequi never drew up a line of battle against us. 
— 'We were taken by the Gauls.' — But we also gave hostages to the Etruscans and underwent 
the yoke of the Samnites. — And yet, if you survey the whole of our wars, not one was finished 
within a shorter period than that against the Gauls: thenceforward there has been a continuous 
and loyal peace. Now that customs, culture, and the ties of marriage have blended them with 
ourselves, let them bring among us their gold and their riches instead of retaining them beyond 
the pale! All, Conscript Fathers, that is now believed supremely old has been new: plebeian 
magistrates followed the patrician; Latin, the plebeian; magistrates from the other races of Italy, 
the Latin. Our innovation, too, will be parcel of the past, and what to-day we defend by 
precedents will rank among precedents." 

“The emperor's speech was followed by a resolution of the Fathers, and the 
Aedui became the first to acquire senatorial rights in the capital: a concession to a long-standing 
treaty and to their position as the only Gallic community enjoying the title of brothers to the 
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Roman people.” 
 

• TRUE or FALSE: The Romans and the Gauls were at war. 
 

• How are the Gauls described by the Senator whose speech is recorded first? 
 
 
 

• What does the first speech propose be done about enrolling the Gauls in the Senate? 
 
 
 

• Does the Senator’s perception of the Gauls relate to his proposal? If so, how? 
 
 
 
 

• How are the Gauls described by the emperor Claudius whose speech is recorded second? 
 
 
 

• What does the emperor Claudius say about the history of prominent Roman families? 
 
 
 
 

• What does the emperor Claudius propose be done about enrolling the Gauls in the 
Senate? 
 
 
 
 

• Does Claudius’s perception of the Gauls and the history of Roman families relate to his 
proposal? If so, how? 
 
 
 
 

Tacitus, Agricola, 20-21 
Tacitus describes the first year of his father’s-in-law governorship in Britain (77 CE): 

“Agricola, by the repression of these abuses in his very first year in office, restored to 
peace its good name, when, from either the indifference or the harshness of his predecessors, it 
had come to be as much dreaded as war. When, however, summer came, assembling his forces, 
he continually showed himself in the ranks, praised good discipline, and kept the stragglers in 
order. He would himself choose the position of the camp, himself explore the estuaries and 
forests. Meanwhile he would allow the enemy no rest, laying waste his territory with sudden 
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incursions, and, having sufficiently alarmed him, would then by forbearance display the 
allurements of peace. In consequence, many states, which up to that time had been independent, 
gave hostages, and laid aside their animosities; garrisons and forts were established among them 
with a skill and diligence with which no newly-acquired part of Britain had before been treated.  

“The following winter passed without disturbance, and was employed in salutary 
measures. For, to accustom to rest and repose through the charms of luxury a population 
scattered and barbarous and therefore inclined to war, Agricola gave private encouragement and 
public aid to the building of temples, courts of justice and dwelling-houses, praising the 
energetic, and reproving the indolent. Thus an honourable rivalry took the place of compulsion. 
He likewise provided a liberal education for the sons of the chiefs, and showed such a preference 
for the natural powers of the Britons over the industry of the Gauls that they who lately disdained 
the tongue of Rome now coveted its eloquence. Hence, too, a liking sprang up for our style of 
dress, and the “toga” became fashionable. Step by step they were led to things which dispose to 
vice, the lounge, the bath, the elegant banquet. All this in their ignorance they called civilisation, 
when it was but a part of their servitude.” 
 

• TRUE or FALSE: Agricola is at war with the Britons. 
 

• How does Tacitus describe the Britons? 
 
 
 
 

• How does Agricola treat the Britons during the summer? 
 
 
 
 

• How does Agricola treat the Britons during the winter? 
 
 
 
 

• Does Tacitus’s description of the Britons relate to Agricola’s treatment of them? If so, 
how? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Tacitus, Germania 

“For my own part, I agree with those who think that the tribes of Germany are free from 
all taint of inter-marriages with foreign nations, and that they appear as a distinct, unmixed race, 
like none but themselves. Hence, too, the same physical peculiarities throughout so vast a 
population. All have fierce blue eyes, red hair, huge frames, fit only for a sudden exertion. They 
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are less able to bear laborious work. Heat and thirst they cannot in the least endure; to cold and 
hunger their climate and their soil inure them.” (3) 

“Their country, though somewhat various in appearance,  yet generally either bristles 
with forests or reeks with swamps; it is more rainy on the side of Gaul, bleaker on that of 
Noricum and Pannonia. It is productive of grain, but unfavourable to fruit-bearing trees; it is rich 
in flocks and herds, but these are for the most part undersized, and even the cattle have not their 
usual beauty or noble head. It is number that is chiefly valued; they are in fact the most highly 
prized, indeed the only riches of the people. Silver and gold the gods have refused to them, 
whether in kindness or in anger I cannot say. I would not, however, affirm that no vein of 
German soil produces gold or silver, for who has ever made a search? They care but little to 
possess or use them. You may see among them vessels of silver, which have been presented to 
their envoys and chieftains, held as cheap as those of clay. The border population, however, 
value gold and silver for their commercial utility, and are familiar with, and show preference for, 
some of our coins. The tribes of the interior use the simpler and more ancient practice of the 
barter of commodities. They like the old and well-known money, coins milled or showing a two-
horse chariot. They likewise prefer silver to gold, not from any special liking, but because a large 
number of silver pieces is more convenient for use among dealers in cheap and common 
articles.” (5) 

“The Germans, however, do not consider it consistent with the grandeur of celestial 
beings to confine the gods within walls, or to liken them to the form of any human countenance. 
They consecrate woods and groves, and they apply the names of deities to the abstraction which 
they see only in spiritual worship.” (9) 
 

• TRUE or FALSE: The Romans were at war with the Germans, in this pasage. 
 

• Compare and contrast these customs to what you know about Roman customs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• How does Tacitus describe the customs of the Germans? 
a. Objectively 
b. Negatively 
c. Positively 

 
• Does Tacitus’s opinion of the Germans relate to their similarity to the Romans? If so, 

how? 
 


