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In the last few decades, Roman archaeologists have gained greater insights about cities and monuments 
by considering the spatial relationships between buildings, monuments, and objects within buildings.  For 
example, when we discussed Augustan Rome, we talked about how the Mausoleum of Augustus could be 
seen from the porch of Agrippa’s Pantheon.  We also talked about viewshed analysis within Pompeian 
houses.  Since so much of Pompeii has been preserved, it offers an excellent site to perform spatial 
analysis. For Friday, you will be performing some spatial analysis using the website www.geopedia.de. 
This website combines Bing’s maps with the information from Wikipedia. 
 
STEP 1: Go to geopedia.de and search the location “Scavi di Pompei, Viale delle Ginestre, Pompei, 
Metropolitan City of Naples, Italy”—this is the address for the excavations of Pompeii.  Click around the 
excavations and read about sites to find the answers to the following questions. You will not have to set a 
new search area to answer these questions, or leave the geopedia site (but you will  have to scroll on the 
map). In the top right corner of the map, you can change it from “OpenStreetMap DE” to “Bing Aerial” 
(i.e. satellite images too) and I suggest you do so. 
 
Factual questions 
• Is the Temple of Isis purely based on Egyptian religion, or is the cult here filtered through  

Greek/Hellenic culture? 
• When did the Temple of Apollo gain its present appearance? 
• What is the “Lupanar”? Why would it be one of the most popular buildings for tourists? 
• Who is the House of the Vettii named for? 
• What gave the House of Sallust its name? 
• What is the House of the Surgeon named for? 
• What is the largest private residence in Pompeii? 
• The amphitheater of Pompeii is famous because of its age. When was it built? Why is this important? 
• What is a macellum? 
• How large is the House of Menander? 
• What is the name of the well-preserved suburban villa to the northwest of the city? 
 
Spatial analysis 
• What famous house is closest to the theaters? 
• Who do you think the owner of the House of Julia Felix saw more often: the owner of the House of 

Loreius Tiburtinus or the owner of the House of the Surgeon? 
• Based on location, where do you think the Vettii could have gotten to most easily: the Forum, theater, 

or amphitheater? 
• Even though it is smaller than the House of Menander, why might the owner of the House of the 

Tragic Poet have liked where his house is located? (Hint: what is it near?) 
• Is the Lupanar on a major street? Why might that have been appealing? 
• Who could go to the Temple of Jupiter most easily: the owner of the House of the Faun, the owner of 

the House of the Menander, the Vettii, or the owner of the Centenary? 
 

STEP 2: Take the BlackBoard Quiz.  Remember, you have two tries and earn extra credit if you get 100% 
of the questions correct on the first try. 


